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right, Doris Weber sits in her Victorian-themed living
m at her home at 106 Willipie St. Top, Weber’s home
ubbed The Painted Lady because it is a Victorian
e painted more than three colors on its facade; cen-
Weber’s living room is filled with items circa 1868 to
g back the house’s origins; below, Weber dances

classmate Neil Armstrong at the pair’s 60th class
nion on June 16 at the Country Charm restaurant.
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By MEGAN VEIT
Staff Writer

Doris Orphal Weber has
spent the past 12 years
“bringing the beauty back”
to her home on Willipie
Street, The Painted Lady.

The name, she explains,
is “used to describe a Vic-
torian Home with more
than three colors” on its
facade.

With the help of hus-
band, Kenny Weber, .Doris

7 Weber first started. restor-,

ing the home, bringing
back the essence of its
1868 origin. Beginning in
1995, the couple started
spending time in the Victo-
rian home learning about
the era in which it was
built, as well as extensive-
ly researching the home's
origins.

Doris Weber credits her
mother with saving the
house. The 1945 pur-
chase, one of omnly two
times in the home's history
where money was used to
complete the transaction,
came at a time when
Auglaize County officials
were looking for more
parking space.

Considering the neigh-
boring homes’ demolition,
Doris Weber said she
believes that if the home
had not been converted
into a five one-bedroom
apartment complex by her
parents, the Victorian
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beauty would have been
destroyed as well.

While maintaining the
origin design of the home,
the Webers enhanced it
with fresh coats of paint,
restored chimneys and an
updated cresting for their

=gk )
e work is a labor of

love performed as much as
possible by the two over
their years of residing in
the home, Doris Weber
-said.

Ken Weber devoted two
months of full-time labor
to converting the basement
into another living quar-
ters, complete with fire-
place. The Webers' interest
in the history of their
house became an area of
intense interest, leading to
their travels to 92 bed and
brealfasts across the Unit-
ed States.

Doris Weber describes
the experience as a way to
share her home with new
friends with a similar pas-
sion. ‘ ;

“When I show them pic-
tures of our home, they're
floored,” the homeowner
said.

Doris Weber admitted
she, too, is floored by the

Botkins  Corner of 25A & 274 -

Mon.-Sat, 11am-12am
Sunday 11am-9pm

inns wvisited during her
travels.

‘I can’t go into one of
them without finding
something [ want,” Doris
Weber said.

Since beginning their
bed and brealkfast travels,
%g Webers have also tried
O

the Victorian era with the
community. The Painted
Lady is often toured by
interested tourists and
passers-by, each encoun-
tering the interior that is
largely authentic and orig-
inal to the home. '

“My father lowered the
ceilings from 11 to nine
feet to save on heating,”
Doris Weber said, address-
ing one of the few changes
made to the home.

The couple also pur-
chased a Model A Ford,
which they use in area
parades. When riding, the
pair is often dressed in Vic-

M3 Apollo Dr.

share their knowledge of Berlin found

n 419-738-7306
m Check out our weekly specials! a

torian costume. Decora-
tions found in the yard
and on the widow's wall,
as well as throughout the
home, speak of the house’s
unique history.

A horse and buggy in
the front lawn are dedicat-
ed to the Berlin family, two
generations of physicians
who resided and practiced
in the home during the
early 1900s.

It was through these
decorations that a grand-
the home.
The granddaughter pre-
sented the Webers with a
metal tub for transporting
documents and X-rays,
used by both father and
son during their medical
practices. )

The Webers hope to con-
tinue living in the Painted
Lady, providing they are
not overcome by the funds
required to heat the large
home. Should they need to
move, Doris Weber said
they would continue to
keep ownership the home,
so that they may give it to
their daughter, to ensure
the future of the building.
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