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the same schools, see sev-
eral of the same teachers,

and walk through the halls'

for the last time:

“It seemed huge be- :

. n
cause | was young,” Karen

Brentlinger said. .
Now; it seéems “Like
home, a familiar, com-

fortable size compared to
the new Wapakoneta El-
ementary, she said, where .
Courtney Brentlinger -is -
already practlcmg basket— :

ball.

Simmilar o her father,:

Karen Brenthnger

ence. “This year, she will

serve ‘as the Vice ‘Presi-
. dent of the Parent Teacher'

Tearn (PTT). Her growing
involvernent has mirrored
the growth of her younger
daughter

“1 wasn't too involved
until “Cassie got to fifth

grade/” Karen Brenthnger
“said. : g
Herwork schedule kept ﬁ

her busy, biit with changes

-at home she was able to
‘become more active in the
schools, o o :
i Now with Courtney ih
fifth grade, Karen Bren-
_.tfinger said she thought
“This is my last one: Tve

been through [the pro-

cess]. Maybe I should run

for an office”

“With the new posmon,

Karen Brentlinger will be
-learning how to work in

the new élementary school

~set-up, with students from
kmdergarten
: -“fouirth grade together ;
taken an active role in her

student’s - school ~ experi-

through

"”.'Z'Ihe P works’ ‘with
tudents through seventh'

s grade, and she is unsure ¢
“how her involventent. will o
- continue wher Courtney' L

“reaches e1ghth grade.

- For mow,: the: Bren-
thnger family is enjoy-
ing the black-arid-white
memories, the last-time
memories saved on digital
cameras and cell phones,

and “the new memories

that will come w1th a new
schooI

: Staﬁ ghoto/Karen Campbetl

write poems about turtles and hamsters respectlvely,
5 -_as they wr:te and desngn poetry books.: -
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In 1972, Ohio wanted

to honor one ofits citizens
— three years after he be-
came the first man on the
moon — so it opened &
museumto commemotate
his and other Ohioans

achievements in flight.

Today, the Neil Arm-.

strong Air & Space Mu-
seum sees apprmomatelyf

30,000 visitors a year.

“They're from all over,”
Museum  Director. Chiis
Burtori said. “So far ‘this’
year, we've seen people
- from 49 dlfferent states,
:from - over - 40 dlfferenti'_:
: e Soc:lety was in. charge of
~the operatlons of the  mu-

. ':.;e\.{:@ Waﬁékome‘to'“r'ezsxdoilt-
~Neil Armstrong aswell as.
; Ohxo s other fhght endeav-'_ :

~John Zwez, who star"téd

_the first man to walk oﬁ the moon.
Chris Burton, at right, is the new di-
: _-rector ‘of the: hlstorlcalisﬂe.._

ot as an AV technician in ¢
1972, two weeks"before

the museum operied, took
over as the museuim man-
ager after three years, re-

- trrmg in 2004.

“While Neil Ar:mstrong

'Wag still on the mcon; the-
_governor at-the time
“James Rhodes — pro--
““posed a museum be built
‘in honor of Neil Arm-

strong and “all “Ohioans

~who attempted 6 defy
gravity,” Zwez said. “They
started fundralszng soon

after that =— one-half mil-

“lion -dollars - locally “and
“one-half million" doﬂars
from the state of Ohib?
Ohio ™~ Hlstorzcal._':'

“The -

sinee it orpcncd

- “When it first opered;

it started off with  very:
_eatly attempts of flight —
"'.before the erght broth--' '

ers' landmg, Zwez sald

“It underwent a major

- renovation in the ‘90g -

béginning with the Cold

- War to' the space shuttle

program today”

“Zwez said Wapakoneta
isn't Armstrong s original
hometown.

- Zwez said Armstrong’s
father was a state audi-
tor, and the family moved
around a lot.

“IThey settled in Wapak
when Neil was a fresh-
man' =— they were living
there ‘when he went into

the space p’rogram,” Zwez
said. -

“The section of Wapak
oneta Where the museum

W]‘n’:rr

first opened; it was just:
‘the Lucky Steer, a motel
and a gas station, that was: 8
It was burlt' '

rt, Zwez said

1ocated Zwez sa1d = 3var1et'y of its 51tes because

s te malnteun the: Insfory_

“in a cornfield. Look at it
“now, there’s businesses
lined up next to one an-
other — there are a lot of
busmesses, a 1ot of tour-
ists”

The museum 1ecently
reopened — it was closed
from December 2009 to
April 1 — for a renova-
tion. During that time,
Burton was also hired as
a director to operate and
manage the site.

“We put in a new rest-
room facility” Zwez said.
“They weren't handi-
capped accessible”

‘The closing came after
the Ohio Historical Soc1—
ety talked about cIosrng a

and : archwes for the state

:of Ohlo, _Zwez sald Be-

-_Se'e HISTOHY, Page 6C



